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Minutes of the Board of Selectmen Meeting of Wednesday, October 19, 2016.  Present were 
Eldon F. Moreira, Chairman; Jerry  Lawrence, Vice Chairman; and Anthony J. Kinahan, Clerk.  
Also present was David L. Gagne, Town Administrator.  The meeting convened at 7:00 p.m. in 
the Selectmen’s Meeting Room in Town Hall. 
   
Chairman Moreira called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm. 
 
The Board led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Mr. Kinahan MOVED to approve the meeting minutes of September 21, 2016, Mr. Lawrence 
seconded, and so voted unanimously. 
 
Mr. Lawrence MOVED to accept for review the meeting minutes of October 5, 2016, Mr. 
Kinahan seconded, and so voted unanimously. 
 
Mr. Kinahan MOVED to approve the release of the Executive Session meeting minutes of 
March 16, 2016; April 20, 2016; June 22, 2016; August 17, 2016; and September 7, 2016, Mr. 
Lawrence seconded, and so voted unanimously. 
 
Mr. Gagne stated that the school requested use of the Fire Department's 2005 Chevrolet van, 
which the Fire Department indicated was no longer in use.  
 
Mr. Lawrence MOVED to allow the Town Administrator to decide the disposition of the Fire 
Department's 2005 Chevrolet van in his discretion. 
 
Mr. Lawrence MOVED to ratify the Board's vote to appeal the Superior Court decision in the 
matter, Board of Selectmen of Town of West Bridgewater vs. Office of the Massachusetts 
Attorney General Division of Open Government, Mr. Kinahan seconded, and so voted 
unanimously. 
 
Mr. Lawrence MOVED to approve Epicure's request to host a special event on November 15, 
2016, Mr. Kinahan seconded, and so voted unanimously. 
 
Mr. Gagne stated that the Board appointed a new elder services director. Mr. Gagne stated that in 
Executive Session, the Board had given him their desired terms, and that Ms. Mather has 
accepted all of those terms.  Mr. Gagne stated that Ms. Mather's contract is before the Board for 
their signature. Mr. Gagne stated that the contract expires June 2017, and that no probationary 
period was included as it is a short term agreement with an existing employee.  
 
Mr. Lawrence MOVED to approve the Elder Services Director contract, Mr. Kinahan seconded, 
and so voted unanimously.   
 
Chairman Moreira stated that the issues with Speedway have been going on for quite a while.  
Mr. Gagne stated Chairman Moreira was correct, and that the lack of response has been 
disappointing.  Mr. Gagne stated he keeps being told that Speedway will do certain things and 
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nothing has been done.  Attorney Lewis, their latest counsel, recently sent a letter stating they 
will remove the underground storage tanks, but that Speedway will not remove structures above 
ground.  Mr. Gagne stated this is an eyesore and that this could become a public safety concern, 
so Mr. Gagne again sent a letter making requests.  Mr. Gagne stated he has asked for the date the 
tanks will be removed.  Mr. Gagne stated that the Board has been extremely patient, but he feels 
legal counsel may need to get involved, with the Board's permission, to see what additional 
recourse the Town may have.  Mr. Lawrence asked if any fines or penalties are available as of 
today, and if so, what are they.  Mr. Gagne stated the Town by-law provides a fine for non-
compliance, but unfortunately the fine available under the applicable Massachusetts law cited in 
the by-law, is only a one-time small fine.  Mr. Gagne stated that this by-law should be modified 
at the annual Town Meeting to make a daily fine for non-compliance available.   
 
Chairman Moreira discussed the benefits of the ClearGov.com tool. Chairman Moreira asked 
where funding would come from as it was not included in the budget.  Mr. Kinahan said he felt it 
would increase transparency regarding tax dollar spend, and that the state does something like it, 
however it is not necessary at this time.  Chairman Moreira stated it would be a great tool, and 
Mr. Lawrence agreed.  Mr. Gagne stated the dollar value of the agreement may change if the tool 
is not purchased until the next fiscal year. 
 
Mr. Lawrence MOVED to put the ClearGov.com item in the budget for the next fiscal year, Mr. 
Kinahan seconded, and so voted unanimously. 
 
Mr. Lawrence MOVED to authorize deficit spending for the snow and ice budget, Mr. Kinahan 
seconded, and so voted unanimously. 
 
Chairman Moreira discussed the Tri-Town Parade which will be in West Bridgewater this year 
on November 11, 2016.  Chairman Moreira stated that there was a meeting about the parade the 
following night.   
 
Chairman Moreira stated that the firehouse will have an open house for the new fire museum on 
October 30, 1-4pm. 
 
Mr. Lawrence read a heartfelt thank you letter from the Charlie Horse to the Board, which 
thanked the Board of Selectmen, Town Administration, Fire Department, Police Department, and 
stated that closing was a very difficult  business decision.  Mr. Lawrence will distribute copies to 
Chairman Moreira and Mr. Kinahan. 
 
Mr. Lawrence stated that the Bridgewaters Rotary Club selected Calvin and Frances Gray, 
Chairs of the West Bridgewater Food Pantry, as recipients of the citizens of the year award as 
two of this year's citizens of the year. 
 
Mr. Lawrence MOVED to send proclamation letters to Calvin and Frances Gray, Mr. Kinahan 
seconded, and so voted unanimously.  
 
Mr. Lawrence stated that once a year the Board likes to invite any newly hired employees to be 
introduced to Board.   
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Mr. Lawrence MOVED to send a communication to the Fire Chief, inviting any fire fighters 
hired over the last twelve months to meet the Board, Mr. Kinahan seconded, and so voted 
unanimously.  
 
Mr. Gagne gave the Town Administrator’s Report.  Mr. Gagne stated that Next Step Living was 
a for profit entity that worked in partnership with EverSource and the state, to provide energy 
assessments on residential homes.  Mr. Gagne stated that part of the partnership agreement with 
the Town included Next Step Living sending money back to West Bridgewater for emergency 
funds for the Council on Aging.  Mr. Gagne stated that the first check the Town received was for 
$750, but that over the last six months the Town has not heard much from them.  Mr. Gagne 
stated that he had made unsuccessful attempts to contact them, and found out that in March of 
this year they closed their doors.   
 
Mr. Kinahan MOVED to adjourn the meeting, Mr. Lawrence seconded, and so voted 
unanimously.   
 
The  meeting adjourned at 7:17pm.  
 
Respectfully Submitted by Tracy L. Altrich, Confidential Secretary 
 
List of Documents in October 19, 2016 Agenda Packet: 

• Meeting Minutes of September 21, 2016 
• Meeting Minutes of October 5, 2016 
• Letter from Leonard Hunt to Len Graf, dated October 3, 2016 
• Email from Mike Bace to Tracy Altrich, dated October 13, 2016 
• Employment Agreement between Marilyn Mather and the Town of West Bridgewater 

dated September 21, 2016 
• Letter from Kevin Lewis, Esq. to David Gagne, dated September 29, 2016 
• Email from David Gagne to Kevin Lewis, Esq., dated October 17, 2016 
• ClearGov Proposal dated October 12, 2016 
• Memo from Leonard Graf to Board of Selectmen, dated October 14, 2016 
• Next Step Living Article, dated March 18, 2016 


